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Report by
NATALIE BOWYER

PEOPLE travelled from Amer-
ica, lreland and the Nether-
lands to Kimbolton Church on
Sunday to honour the life of a
Stonely born man who first
established English civilisa-
tion on American soil.

A memorial p}aquc wis unveiled at Sy
Andrew’s Choreh in the presence of
230 deseendants and Tamily friends 1o
banowr the lite of Captain Edward
Marta Wingliek! who was the founder
of and the fieer seeddden ol
Fenestowae Viginia,

Camatn Wingfield wus homn i Stonely
Povey w1850 the san of Thons Mara
Winafield, WP for §1 untingdonatdire, and
srvilon of Si Richaod Winglield K.G of
famboelon Castle, He Tived in Stonely vyl
1S angd when he divd in Ihv! he was
Buried i Kimh alton.
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The Wingfield Memnrial
Fikemen  and mu‘ktlmrw from (he
Honourable Auiltery Company  marched
Fem Kintholton Castle (o SEoAndrewy
Chusch 1 honewr Ca plain Wingficld's i
Hymps were sung ‘w Cimbolion C muh
Choir and Elisabeth \\ms'lumu provided
cendition of Mozart's Laudate Dominum,
The guest of honour was Anne Tavlor
Netick, governor of  the Jamestonne
Seciety. who guve a reading i the ehierch
while an extract from the Limestowie
Pregor was mead ou by Eimbollon's vicar
Iy e Ronuld Erost,
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Juho dnge Suffragan Fishop of Huntingdon
whe zave a hu.h detwiling wspeels of
Captain Wlnvmld s e,

“He iFdwaed Maric Winglield) way ol
have been a ssint but he was 1 remurkuhle
man, He was one of the enly wen 1w have
travelled to Jamestowne from England at the
age of 56, a perilous wurm‘, o the mew
world, he risked bath his lite and his worldly
wenlth,

“He wevured the Virgima charter from
James Tand arrived in lmmxirm ne in {607,
Great hardships followed and he was
deposed as prosident ol Jumestowne and
kept under ship wrest until e was sent hack
w Eng Lmd We shall never know the exact
wath e siine anag wrongs at that tine
bul we do knew thut he estblivhed senlany
ver never received any credit. Had he not
dune that Amwericans could have been spoak-
ing Hpanish.”

A relative of Bdward Maria Winglield.
Carsen Benitez, who travelled from Datlas
tld 78w Hunts Pose: Um beve (o learm
aboiit iy famuly tistory. Tt has heen o
i~ .lu and the fanly unity has been
splaiei 10y just so AVBLINY Lo wee so mapy
de ey aumits af o nfnmzuhk mah in one
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TELEPHONE FIRST STITCH LAST STITCH HON PATRON

01223 US Ambassador by of the
276026 The Hon HRH Appcal Fund
Tel & Fax Kingman Prince His Grace
01223 Brewster Charles The Duke of
277794 1980 2000 Somersel

PATRONS OF THE 267" x 4’ -..

NEW WORLD TAPESTRY AND LIBRARY

The story in siilch & sound of the settlement attempts in America, Bermuda, Guizna & Newfouhdland 1583-1642

& THE LONDON CO’S ADVENTURERS FOR VIRGINIA TAPESTRY

. Designer: Tows Mov, 125 Thornton Roed, Girton, Camtbridge CB3 ONE -
FAX R ool 24 987 0287 ¢+ INWITAUON
3 pages wne s o Com Mew <08
; =N T Inosdhe orusacdl
domelgn UDSagRalde requadl. vl b

Exhibition of copies of the In the presence of today's
Jamestown and Bermuda ' descendants of the chief
panels of the New World Mentyg:ﬂ Wm(ﬁ_ o gfe
Tapestry, together with the & ;ggfmtl er otfier
actual London Companies d ’ tinguisfied guests from
Adventurers for Virginia 114 America and Bermuda and
qapestry wili be siown. . Jeng <O% ! ths Tapastiy Prafects.

To celebrate the o
400" Anniversary of King James I grant of the 1606 VIRGINIA CHARTER to
the LONDON VIRGINIA COMPANY & the PLYMOUTH ADVENTURERS
COMPANIES ‘

............ \!@n\i"a.m&enmen%%df@ |

together with the 55 original Livery Companies Adventurers for Virginia who backed
the first successful JAMESTOWN and BERMUDA settleinents, are covdially invited to
witness the sighing and presentation of N

THCE VIRGINIA 400" ANNIVERSARY CHARTER
TO THE CITY OF LONDON AND THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH

Fn CLOTHWORKERS' HALL, Dunster Court, Mincing Lane, London EC3 JAM
o Monday, 10 April 2006. 10.30 am -~ 12.30 pm
RSYP

Virginia's Charter Event: 7 Coney Road, Fast Wittering, “West Sussex PO20 8DA

FROM 2005. To become a LIFETIME ADVENTURER FOR VIRGINIA: Company £350 or $500, Individual £175 of $250. Individuals whase name is one of the 264
shown on the New World Tapestry £100 or S170. Members® names are inscribed for posterity in the Adventurers for Virginia Record Book, a sifich made in the word
VIRGINIA on the separaie Virginia Tapesicy, 3 uralmeWew!ogl'mﬁvw.mm{mmmwlammmunBBCMwmalTempteMuds,axisml.u-z
“{upestry’s hame, which urgently nesds big fanding to finich stre! hing, framing and protecting the Tapatry's 24 panels in luge, linked, custom-built showcanes to create 2
petmanent panoraus, 267 leet long, similar to the Bayeux Tapastry’s exhibition in Prance. Cheques sliould be marked ‘Adveaturcrs for Virginia, NWT Display’and sent to
the A. for V. Treasurer, Hatrowdene, 7 Coney Road, East Wittering, W, Sussex P20 8DA.
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Coat of Arms

With the introduction of armor in the 12th century, identification of the warriors
became more difficult as much of the body and face was covered.

By necessity an emblem or insignia was required for identification of knights in battles or
tournaments. The markings on the fighter's shield became known as the shield of arms.
The knight often carried another distinguishing mark on top of his helmet, known as the
crest, which did not necessarily relate to any feature on his shield of arms.

From the 14th century onward, it became fashionable for social purposes to join with the
personal arms the arms of other families connected by marriage. The personal arms
alone, however, appeared on a knight's defensive shield, and it is those which continued
as the nominal arms of the family.

Heraldry is the science of Coats of Arms. The College of Arms in London was established
in 1484 and is responsible for regulating and approving Coats of Arms. John Wingfield
was York Herald of the College of Arms from 1663-1674.

@@inaficld

The Wingfield shield is described as Argent-(silver), on a bend Gules (red) Cotised
(harrow band on each side of, and parallel with) Sable (black), three sets of wings
conjoined in lure Argent (silver).

The crest is the desigh above the shield. This can vary with family branch. Shown here is
the high bonnet with wings situated on a torse or wreath (cord of six twists of alternate
colors).

http://www.wingfield.org/coat.htm 4/18/2006
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There is no record of explanation for the drops of blood on the bonnet and wing of the
crest. It is assumed that the blood drops are in honor of Wingfield family members that
died in service to their King. ‘

Underneath is the motto on a banner "Posse Nolle Nobile", Latin for "To have the power
without the wish is noble."

The bonnet and motto on this Coat of Arms is from the Tickencote branch. The shield is
always the same for other branches.

The shield of arms accompanied by the crest, torse, motto and other supports is called an
Achievement.

http://www.wingfield.org/coat.htm 4/18/2006



Wingfield and his cousin, Bartholomew Gosnold were responsible for
recruiting around half the settlers from their ancestral homes in Suffolk,
England area. Wingfield was the only stockholder and charter grantee to sail
with the one hundred and five colonists on three ships into Virginia. He had
been chosen president of the council and took complete charge upon arrival.
Incidentally, John Smith arrived in chains for promoting mutiny inroute.

Wingfield was not popular as the responsibility was staggering, nevertheless
the 57 year old military man was extremely experienced in defense works,
constructed the fort in an incredibly short time of a month and a day. It was
indeed a dismal, fledging colony in the early days. To add to the
overwhelming problems, many of the colonists were "gentlemen” and did not
take well to "labor." It was working, watching and warding, so much so that
Wingfield's cousin, Gosnold advised him to ease up a bit as he was working
the men too hard.

After arrival to promote harmony Smith was released from his incarceration
and allowed to take his seat on the council. After Gosnold died, Smith led a
drive for the council to depose it's president, his adversary, Wingfield.

As the going got especially tough, with starvation, disease, a high
percentage of deaths as well as Indian attacks, Wingfield was deposed.
History often overlooks that John Smith was also deposed as was his two
predecessors as president of the council.

When Christopher Newport's ship returned from England with supplies, he
(Newport) dismissed all charges against Wingfield as ludicrous, except one
and that was he was an atheist. This was also untrue, as he was a
Protestant. The fact remains that Wingfield led the colony from selection of a
brilliant defense position on the James River, building the fort, establishing
contact with the Indians during a tenuous and a most dismay period
between arrival in April until September, 1607. His leadership established
the colony on a foundation to become a permanent settlement in the new
world. So it was Capt. Edward Maria Wingfield, the first president of
Jamestown who was the true founder.

There are a few copies of "Virginia's True Founder - Edward-Maria Windfield,
by Jocelyn Wingdfield" still available. See Wingfield Store page under books,
on this site.




‘I had a desire to reach out to Calvin Pearson of Hampton, Virginia in December of
2008. He wanted to set history records straight of the first arrival of Africans on
English American Soil in 1619. Calvin wanted the truth to be known of their arrival
at Old Point Comfort present day Hampton, Virginia, not Jamestown, Virginia.

It was by my own personal journey in 2005 when I discovered how my Wingfield
family members had to set history records straight on how our cousin Captain
Edward Maria Wingfield who was the true first founder of and the first president of
the Jamestown, Virginia, the successful English colony in America in 1607, and not
John Smith. It taught me to appreciate when new evidence comes in sometimes
you have to change the belief of the old to make room for the new. A valuable
lesson learned. -Venita 2011

Edward-Maria Wingfield
Jamestown's First President - 1607

Edward Maria Wingfield was the true founder of the first successful English
colony in America in 1607. History with few exceptions, ignores this fact.
Nevertheless it is for this accomplishment he is best known, although he was
also a valiant soldier in prior years for England.

Wingfield an active leader in getting the Jamestown expedition up and
running, was one of the Big Eight Virginia Company stockholders and the |
only venturer representing the London company in Virginia. |

Most of the accepted history of Jamestown was written by the better known,
John Smith himself, who became an adversary of Capt. Wingfield. Smith's
enormous ego basically denied merit to anyone but himself. Therefore
history of the event is unfairly slanted with many inaccuracies.

Smith describes Wingdfield as a weak person, who misappropriated rations,
held Smith in custody without cause, tried to escape from Jamestown, did
not build temporary defense works or even unpack the arms. Each and
every one of these accusations were disproved by chapter and verse in a
1993 book ("Virginia's True Founder: Edward-Maria Wingfield") by Jocelyn
Wingfield of London, England. The simple undeniable fact is Smith was not in
charge of building the fort, did not initiate bartering with the Indians or
keeping peace with them. He was not the founder of Jamestown as most
people tend to believe.

John Smith was a brave and daring individual with many accomplishments at
Jamestown to his credit. Unfortunately telling the truth was not one of them.
History has vastly exaggerated Smith's role and ignores that Wingfield was
the true founder of the Jamestown colony.




